Berkshire Chapter

Next Meeting
Saturday, October 10at 10:30 AM

Berkshire Botanical Garden Exhibit Hall
BBG is located 2 miles west of Stockbridg
MA at the junction of Route$02 & 183

Morning Program

Lola Lloyd Horwitz (1% photo)
My Doing and Undoing: A Garden in Change.

Lola Lloyd Horwitz gardens in Brooklyn, NY but
has secondary yet vital roots in rural Vt. and
Orange County, NY. She is the past
Chairperson of the Manhattan Chapter and
organized the 2006 NARGS Eastern Winter
Study Weekend. Her garden design work
involves  transforming  several Brooklyn
driveways, creating crevice gardens in window
boxes and other projects to enliven the spirit

Foll owing the morning¢
lunch break, have our monthly plant sale, an
t hené

Afternoon Program

Pam Everleigh2™ photo)
The Genufrimula

Pam is a founding member of the Calgary
Rock and Alpine Garden Society (CRAGS)
and is currently Vice-President. She has a
keen interest in Primulas and has served as
a Board member and webmaster of the
American Primrose Society. Her personal
website www.primulaworld.com contains an
image gallery of over 2500 images of
Primulas.
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Notes from the Program Chair

Since we already had our allotted 2009 NARGS
tour speaker, Josef Halda, we did not expect
another in the same year. But as luck would
have it, the Primula Society hagven us the

opportunity to hear Pam Everleigh (a second
NARGS tour speaker from Calgary) at our
October meeting. Fortunately for us, our last

speaker, Judy .«
Sellers, mentionede 2. i
the Primula

Society's

scheduled  eventg

when she spoke td

BNARGS last {8

meeting.  Tirned

out it was on the¥
same date as oulxé
next one -- and Xk
across the street tql
boot. So I offered
BNARGS to host their meeting and to join us
for our morning talk from Lola Lloyd Horwitz.

RLuQi9 thed Meet artthg Small old BB Giding

in the afternoonSome of their members drive 3
hours or more to attend (sound familiar?) To
stay consistent with their schedule, the afternoon
speaker will commence at 2pm, which is a bit of
a change for us. But | am sure it will be worth it.

On another note, thanks tooff Flanigan for
taking on scheduling our November luncheon at
the Red Lion. | do hope you will plan to attend.
Since we are still getting our ngofit
paperwork in order, we do not have a final price
per lunch yet. Tom will be taking reservations
and momy at the October meeting.

In keeping with the progam to study the family
Primulaceae next year, there were volunteers at
the last meeting to help with @ordination. One


http://www.primulaworld.com/

idea is to order seed as a group, split it among
many growers, and show results ngear. Also,

I am looking for speakers who can show us how
to take cuttings, divide and otherwise propagate
the easy and the rare. This family is large
enough to interest the best growers as well as
novices. From androsaces to primroses, from
soldanella taortusa, there will be something for
everyone.

At this point | am interested to hear what
members are currently growing as well as what
is desired. For instance, | have a couple of colors
of Primula kisoana, which is easy to divide. If
there are membersvho do not have this
wonderful woodlander, |, for one, might
concentrate on bringing divisions to next year's
plant sales. Also, if there are special plants
(propagated or named for
members), we might divide
and pass those around to
keep them flourishingGet
the picture? So let me know
if you have something

. special, or have had great
luck with a tricky species,
or have a wish list or want
to try to grow from seed.

Elisabeth Zander

Late Bloomers
By Mark McDonough

Allium glandulosunt

One thing that strdc me about this particular
summer, is how advanced some of the late
bloomers are. In fact, one of my favorites, the
hardy MexicanAllium glandulosuris in bloom

a full month ahead of itself compared to
previous years, and growing taller too, reaching
27" tall (69 cm). Here is aphoto taken last
September 14th, 2008, serving to show what this
rare species looks like today.

This year marks the 10 year anniversary, having
received living material from Thad Howard in
1999. He collected this plant in San Luist®si,
central Mexico, at approximately 2000 m,

flowering in the fall, favoring rather moist sites.

| coddled it in pots for 7 of those 10 years,
overwintering it in an overly warm and poorly lit
basement area where it merely survived and
rarely flowered.Hoping that it would prove as
hardy as a couple other Mexican alliums | grow,
several years ago | planted them out in several
locations in the garden, to fend for themselves.
The species is very late to sprout, each year no
red-stained shoots until Junemsetime, a nerve
wracking growth pattern! But fortunately, it has
been hardy thus far.

This species is most unusual with it's true
metallic red color of the starry, widegpaced f
lorets. The buds are nearly black red. Not showy
in the garden, but certdy distinctive as alliums
go. Last year (2008), flowering in mid
September, there were open florets lasting into
early November.

Allium macranthum:

The second onion species worth noting is A.
macranthum, marking a f@&ar anniversary in
my garden. My sak source was Gothenburg
Botanic Garden (Sweden) in 1990, from a seed
collecting expedition to Bhutan, 3670 meters. In
all those years it remains a small sized clump,
persisting and flowering modestly in an open
sunny garden. It has never set seed in a@be¢h
years, that is, until this year! In fact, it went



from the usual B flowering stems to nearly a open late afternoon or dusk (crepuscular), fading
dozen, with viable seed produced on about half away by midday. It reblooms for a long time,
the stems. It is said this species is often confused and even out of bloom, the tidy clumps of
with the American nodding onion oAllium spoonshaped leaves look good. In the photos
cernuum although once seen in person, they are  taken recently, you'll note that two forms
quite different indeed. The largish ovoid flowers  resulted, one is more gredgaved and shy
of A. macranthunopen up with a white pink blooming, the other has glaucous leaves and
kissed opalescent color, then age to a ruddy flowers most prolifically.

purplish color. The stems themselves never nod,
completely unlike the permanenttyooknecked It has never set seed.
stems on Allium cernuum In Allium s
macranthum the pedicels holding each flower
do indeed hang downwards or splay outwards,
giving it a most unusual disposition to the flower
heads, although not without some vague visual
affinity with noddingonion blooms.

This article wasadaptedwi t h t he aut hor 6s
permission, from a post on Alpine L.

This speciess hard to get tru¢o-name in the
seed exchanges, it is invariallium cernuum
or some other imposter. If your seed grows and | would like toprovidesome info abouPaeonia

flowers the 2nd year from seed, you can bet you tenuifolia as | have been growing it for some

PaeoniaT enuifolia

don't have the truallium macranthum years now. Locally it is known as the Moravian
peony and was brought over to thisuoty by
Saponariacypria members of the Moravian sect that settled in
The last anniversary plant that comes to mind, is  Lititz, Pennsylvania. | got my start from a friend
another hardiness surpri€aponaria cyprialt who had a farm just outside Lancaster. She
came from NARGS seed on 1999, collected at brought the plant to a plant exchange, just dug
1600m on Troodos Mountains, Cyprus. It is a up out of her garden in May! It was a bit wilted
most satisfactory little rock garden plant, useful but Paeonia tenuifolia is a tough plant and
for its Juy - August bloom. | had put together a seems to thrive in the local clayey soil. | also
small photo gallery of young plants growing in rescued a patch from a farmhouse that was about
pots back in2002: to be torn down and now have four patches of
http://www.plantbuzz.com/RockGard/Caryo/im Paeonia tenuifoliaWith different exposures for
Sap_cypria.htm "~ each patch | get about a monthbioom. Every
other year | dig one of the patches up to divide
| really apprecia this little plant for the as these plants are very welcome at my local

midsummer blooms, and those long sticky red NARGS chapter plant sale and | have discovered
calyxes. One minor fault, it flowers begin to  that, when visiting a gardening frigndny


http://www.plantbuzz.com/RockGard/Caryo/im_Sap_cypria.htm
http://www.plantbuzz.com/RockGard/Caryo/im_Sap_cypria.htm

welcome is a little warmer if | come with a pot from July untilfrost! It is sometimes confused
of Paeorna tenuifolia with the selectiord Ki | mest ond whi ch i
Q:‘;- : of the same two parents but is an upright form.

Cliff Desch brought in one of his own exotic
pitcher plants (in flower) native to the
Venezuelan TepuiHeliamphora nutans He
attended the Northeastern Carnivorous Plants
meeting recently held &lack JungleTerrarium
Supply(www.blackjunglecom) 370 Avenue A

| had always assumed that all the loPakonia
tenuifolia came from a single plant as it was
always sterile until last year when | had enough
seed to send off to the seed exchange. | wonder
what made the differen@e have recently added
some species peonies to the garden; could
Paeonia tenuifolidbe crossing withP. veitchiior

P. mascul&

Why the seeds all of a sudden. AnotRaeonia
tenuifolia mystery. | think if | get seeds next
year| will try and germinate them and see what
| get

By Jane Grushow adapted wi t h t he aut hor 6s
permission, from an Alpine L post.

September §' 2009 Meeting

Heliamphora nutanflower

Notes
Ext., Turnes Falls, MA 013763900, (413) 863
Show and Telt 2770 At the meeting he learned abdbtewart
Don Dembowski brought a houseplant McPher sonds macsttWordeafent bo
cyclamen,C. mirabile fiTilebarn Anne 6 wh i ctRe Guiana Highlands Thi s is Stewart o

hasreddish, silver and green leaves. It is one of P00k about pitcher plants. Here is a website
many Tilebarn cultivars named at the Tilebarn ~ blurb about it: fi fie tablelands of the Guiana

Nursery in  the UK ww.tilebarn Highlands are among the most spectacular yet
cyclamen.co.uk/plants.htm#anne He also least explored mountains of our worl&ach is
brought inDaphnex whiteorumii Wa r n fao r d @bimmense sandste plateau, known locally as
cross made bpaphnebook authoiRobin White a 6t dhatuis erwwircled on all sides by
between D. petrea fi Gr an diahd B.r a o gigantic vertical cliffsup to 1,000 mets tall.
jasmine Thowh Don says it isdifficult to The summits of these uniqueountains have
propagate, His prostrate, cascading forblooms remained isolated for millions of years, and


http://www.tilebarn-cyclamen.co.uk/plants.htm#anne

